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Dr. WATERLAND, 
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SETTING FORTH. 


The many FALSHOODS both in the 
Quotations and the Hiſtorical Facts, 


By which the LR TTER-WRI TER endeavours 
to weaken the Authority of Ae _=_ 


—_—— 


4 3 in noſtros fabricata eft machina maros, 


Ant _ latet Error; &Equo ne _— Texcrs.. | 
_ irg. Eneid. lib. 2. 
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M DCC xxXII. 


SIR, 


d che — which 
Ke has receivid in your Letter 
RS. addrck'd to Ham by way of An- 
f 40 what has bern ꝓubliſh d under the 
ae of Soripture Sandrcated, is a Point 
ally when that Auther Mall be at leiſure 
Ts Juſtice to inſole, and his Argu- 
nents, | 
Ds Waterland's Name is not prefix l r 
hat Mork, and cheroſore ( co auſe your own 
alls in a like Gaſe, page 6.) 1 profume 
at you have Nagſim t venow Him o be Alr 
tor igf der Punphlet you ane confutings 
Fe wt -awhat Senſe er Juſtice can you 
pute 40 Que Max chat tether bas laid 


or 
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He had done too much Good, not to re. 
ceive Ill at the Hands of che F avourers of 


not to defend Him, or whoever was the 


Letter with the Appearance of ſo much Sell 


* N 


er . But Sew Rate aki to 
have been Ground enough for Vou, tho i 
vas not enough for Him to proceed upon 
and the Doctor's Character as a Learned and 
Rational Advocate for Chriſtianity, Was ty 
feel the Weight of your Wir and Reading; 


Infidelity. \ 
My preſent Buſineſs with you, Si 1 


Author of that Pamphlet: nor-to enter in- 
to Diſpute about the Reaſonings, in which 
He and his Adverſary are engag'd ; nor 2. 
bout thoſe which you have advanc'd in yout 


ſufficiency : But my Deſign is, to ſet be. 
fore you and expoſtulate with you, about 
the many Falſhoods which your Letter : 
bounds with, both in the Quotations and 
Hiſtorical Facts inſiſted upon by You. 
any ſuch are to be found in your Letter (at 


vou will ſoon ſee), the Reader will judge: „ 


ho inconſiſtent ſuch a Proceeding is in one 
who declares, as you do Page 46, that it i 
the Bufineſs and Study of your "Life in eum 
W ( whether Civil, Natural, or Rel 

grow 


TE 
jw) 10 fe Nes for and embrace” the Fruth 3 4 
| -ahere that is not certainly 10 be had, what 
mes the next to it, Probability. If this be 
e, you have the? Buſineſs of your Life to 
o over again; for I hope to convince you, 


ding: hat you. have hardly made one original 
(0 Quotation 'of an Author. in his True Senſe, 
ers 0 


ery often in the Senſe moſt oppoſite to His 
Tue one; and have repreſented not only 
afages but Facts too in ſo wrong a Light, 


ou have miſsd bf Truth.” 
[1] To begin withiyour' aeg, EY 


nts you think, Page 18, chat there is a Ne- 
ſity of flying to Allegory, to account for the 
ming Injuſtice and unreaſonable Severity of 
be Divine! Conduct: And leſt Your Roden 

ould poffibly be fi uſpefted as prejudic'd, 
ou appeal to Cicero, whoſe Sentiments (you 
I there) declar'd in fome caſes, nearly al- 
1 to the preſent, "may ſerve to inform us, 

cer wnprejudiced Reaſon would determine 
in dle the Literal Stery of Man's Fall. Cicero, 
Wo fay, was one of” the greateſt Maſters of 
been that Antiquity. ever Produced, an Au- 
| pity which cannot be barg eilber with 


ut whatever you ſrarched Js ir is 2 | 


In the Story of che Full of our firſt Pa- 


A 


11 


Prejudice: or P artichiey, with + 975 


detratiing. from the Credit of Moſes, de 
pet a von have quoted him, yay have plapſſot 
ly. farfook. the Example af ſo gres 90 
of Regſem, and have N | r 
and Partiahty; for, THIEN ) f the 


I. You ſay, Page 19, Cirera tells; us 6 
That the very a of the. e 
known hau pernicious their Gifts wad gn 
to their Children, muſt be thougbt' % be w 
ing i point of Kindugſi towards, ther 1 
this Effect, it is true, Cicero ſpeaks, but y 
in his Own Name; The Speaker 4s Cott 
who in chat Diſpute argues againſt Religi 
by way of Reply to what Balbys has f 
for it in the ſecond Book : At this Dip 
Cicero tells us that he was preſent, and g a 
cludes the third Boqk with faying (5), 11 
event of the Dilpure wes this, that Vellei 
thought Cotta Diſputation the truer, od 
thought Balbus's the more Probable ofthe t 
And | in ana Book * tang his Hoh 


—— 


2 dque ii ramen | Di Particis fallen 8 
| Na. fore 3 3 ſe in beneficis piers | 


) It af , * 55 lei 0 di 
8 diſee e ta * utatio 
22 ad veritatis Amilit adinem Wer, 75 


. De N. Beck. l 3. c, ult 9s 


| t 51 
Huch ys (a), The Defwire iind Luci⸗ 
lus Balbus naue for Religion in the ferom 
* {of the Nitire of the Gods) is /ar/c 
1e Diſputation, as you declare In 
your. Ia 15 jj Book, ſeem d to Tou the more Probable 
ile rab. You have quoted Cicerv then as 
ing what he does 101 ſay; 5 and what we 
uſt rather think he would never have faid, 
; his owh Senſe of the thing ; becauſe he 
clares in in genetal againſt the Side which 
ita Mts and the Arguments which he 
d to defend It. Na ay, he makes Cotte Him- 
If ackfiowledpe at laſt that what he had 
id, was not (3) even His teal Opinion, 
i father for Atgumenrs ſake; and that he 
j wilting to be refuced : And is this an 
korlty of Cicero, which is not fo much 
Ctz's Hew hard ſoever it may ſeem, 
find out ceftaitify Cicerd's true Sentiments, 
t Wwe may be certain of what are not his 
itimeats, when he deelares ans them. 


905 Satis pin i does religio eſt in en, litro 4 be. 

eee bi my at in extremso tertis ſcri- 
veritatem eſt viſa propenſf tot. De Divin. I. 1. 6 
Tum Cotta, Ego vero S opto redarg ui me, B 

Ne que > Aſſerere malui q E uditare : 85 

ne 4 te vinci poſſe, terts ſeiv. DE Far. Deor. 1. 3. 


| B 2. Again 


1 10 FI 
e Again Page 19, you quote Gicer " 
exclaiming thus (), Ob the wonderful Eq. 
ty of the' Gods ! would. any People endur 
the making. of fuch a Law,” that. the Son u 
Grandſon ſhould be puniſhed, Becauſe the Fu. 
ther or Grandfather had offended ? Theſe . 
gain are Cotta's Words in the Diſpute! befor 
mention'd.; and therefore are equally dif- 
claimed by Cicero; what a Pity it is that i 
great a Maſter of Reaſon ſhould have ſucht 
Follower in You, that can't. diſtinguiſh h. I 
Notions from the very Contrary | | 
In the ſame. Page you make Ga 
ſay (3), It is the common Opinion of all Ph 
Joſophers, of what Sect ſoever, that the Di 
can neither be angry nor hurt any Boch. B 
pray, Sir, look again into his Book of (j 
fices, and. ſee whether Cicero does not p 
theſe Words into the Mowh of an (e) Oh 


* ** i. 


— — — „ ae i * 
* 


(a ) 01 miram equitatem 8 ! ie all en 
latorem iſtiuſmodi legis, ut condemnaretur filias 4 
por, fi pater aut avus deliguiſſet? De Nat. * 


c. 38. | 
OO At hoc commune eft omnium Philo Bees 
5; 1 age mee Fraſei Deum, nec nocere. Offi 
"Mp c) Quid eſt igitur, dixerit uit, bs Jurcjurands? 
iratum timemus Fovem ? hoe TROY Commune 
emnium Philoſophorum, Ke. . 


jed 


* 


1171 n 


70 88 vor: In (a) another Place he ſays partly | 


Eau. e fame thing; but then again he mentions | 
dur i not as his own Opinion, but as the Opi- 
on uon of others: And tho he acknowledges, 
r F. (in anſwer to the Objection, which you 


ele 4 
befor 
y al 
hat f. 
ſucht 
ſh by 


uote for his Sentiment) that (5) the Gods 
re never angry, in the Senſe that Chriſtians 
ey Anger to have a Place in God, f. e. as 
i Paſſion ; yet he no where denies that the 
Gods might panz/h'Men for their Sins: On 
e contrary he affirms in the ſame” Trea- 
Nee (c) that Piety and Holineſs of Life were 
Wot, - yalitres, which would appeaſe the Gods; and 
s it down as a Rule (4) that Puniſhment 
e Dad always be without Anger. So that by 
„ Mying chat the Deity is ever Angry, he 
; of es not deny that he ever puniſhes : And 
not ben without being ſurprized (as you ſup- 
6 Oo he would have been), he might have 
ad the Scripture Story of God's puniſhing = 
ur firſt F for their  Trangreffivn, and 


lac 
"I 
Den. j 


n l 9 —_ — 


( F Sed, pay eos nocere non putant, &c. I b. I. 2 


Wl / b) Aer enim non ad iram Deorum, que 4 eſt, 
29. 
0 9 Deos placate Pictas efficiet & San@itas, Ib. I. 2. 


a Probibenda autem maxims eſt i ira in puniendo. Ib. 
' 25. 


Oh i 


abt 
m 


Je B 2 might 


br! 
might have believ d too and f the Truth 
1 it, chan You ſeem $0 do. 
4 Joo. conaludę your, Gupta * 
Cicera wich telling us, Page 29, that up 
meptien of a Dream of Alexanger the Grey, 
chat a Serpent appeared to him, Ge. Ci 
cer laughs. at the Story, and as (4), N. 
Serpent ſeem 4 to tali with Alexander; Thi 
whether trur or falſe, las ugthing frag i 
it, face ze did nat really bear him ſpeak, by 
only feen d to de ſi. From hence you argu 
thus, - Hew . would be laut laugh'd at th 
kteral.\$tory of a Serpent adus Healing 
and regſozing, without meuing the leg} Mu 
der ar: Surprize in the Hearer? Heu 
hall hut barely mention chat what you, 
fer from Ciceros Wards, is as far from be 
ing a Conſequence as your Left Hang 1 
from .heing your Right fer be wh 
laugh'd at what was pretended only 10 b 
1 Dream, might not have laygh'd at, 1 
might have believ'd, a Literal Story 70 
2 4 actually . and reaſoning, ks: 


* F. ) linens #1 BOT 5 * ; pore Hoc 
3 7 utrum 1 257 275 

e udi vit N 
2 85 . ee l re 


— = 
well atteſtsd as it is hy Moſes; the Gras 
& and the maſt Ancient of Hiſtorians, 
d who pretended to be an in{pir'd Writer, 

t pray haw i does, it appear that Cicero 
14 at this Story af Alarauder's Dream? 
bis is your Wn merty Inventian ; for he 
þ far. fem laughing az it, chat he does 
x aQvally disbelieve i K, .hg lays it , be 
{00 Alexander dream d ſo; all that he | 
jms is chat there was nothing in it range 
o be Wonder d at, becauſ it was only 
Dram; from which all chat I can col- 

is this, that a literal. Story of ſueh a 
& Cicero would have thought to be 
age ar wonderful ;- and duch the Story 
the Serpent ſpeaking: to Eve might have 
md to Him, as it does to Us, and yet 
might have heliey d it upon good Au- 
rity, as Jews and Chriſtians da. 

Lou come, p. 25, to canſider what the 
thor of Scripture —.— had ſaid with 
tion to the Divine Inſtitution of Circum- 

2; which you, Sir, think with the Au- 

of Chriftianity ac Old ai the Creation 
on been borrow'd from Egypt. The 
monies af Heredatus, Diodarus Siculus, 

Strabo, you quote and inſiſt upon as 

three 


[14]. 
three good Teſtimonies to prove that ( 
eumcifion was originally an Egyptian Rix 
and from them deriv'd to other Nation 
But of what are they a 'Teſtimony? f 
they prove that Circumciſion, as pradiiy 
among the Jews, was Practis d among i 
Egyptians? that is, that every . 27 nt 
circumciſed? I think not; tho' as 
have quoted Foſepbus, you have made 
fay ſo in theſe Words of yours, p. 27, 1 
„ N are All circumciſed and a 
om Soine's-fleſh — Wherefore Apion i 
Fool to abuſe the Jews for the ſake of th 
who not only uſe 'the very Cuſtoms le f 
Fault with, but who taught other People al 
= WA of Circumcifion, as Herodotus k 
d us. But 7 0 . ſpeaks quite ob 
wiſe, and to the following Purpoſe, (1) 
any one ſhould ast Apion, b abies of all 
Egyptians be a the des. fe and the 1 


4 5 . 2 Nn 


(a) 3 au rer irre 7 le- 8 Tivas 6 
> TogeTaTvE 2 deo c vet, mwdy]o; dv auth 
763 eps: So 9 aviv. party ad F Bacinior A af 
rar ves sr Thy , F Seay dez naa. yi 
dia- F EmpbAciey” crciver Thiruy dre N RaThu 
x) Xeipeloy 9 0 n 8 Contra E b 
. ngTOE: 1 | | 


f 


15 7 
Ii, be wo, BA anſiver the Prieſts; 
r They ſay, that their Kings from the Be- 
ming. committed to their Care the Worſhip 
the Gods,” and the Improvement of Wi Je 
„; nw.thoſe (the Prieſts) are all of them 
FCUMC! ſed and abſtain from Swine's-fleſh 
— A pion therefore WAS blind, when be 
binſ If to abuſe us Jews for the ſake of 
oyptians, and found fault with thoſe (the 
reſts), who. not only uſe the ſame Cuſtoms 
hieb he blames, but have taught others alſo 
be circumciſed, as Herodotus has ſaid. Is 
not plain here, Sir, that Fo/ephus does not 
kak of any Egyptians as Circumcis d, but 
e Prieſts only? are all the Prieſts, all 
i Fgyptians + you your ſelf muſt ſee the 
te och ference : but if you had tranſlated Foſe- 
bus right, your Argument wou'd have 
en ſpoiled, and that miſ-led you, whe- 
ter willingly or not, you beſt know: Be- 
s, I ſhould gather from what Foſephus 
ys here of Herodotus, that he underſtood 
im as meaning that the Egyptian Prieſts 
ay were circumcis d; and that theſe Prieſts 
webe the Prieſts of other Nations to be 
too, under Pretence that C ircumciſion was 
ceeflary | in ſuch for the fake not of Clean- 
lia, 


| 0 16 1 
ul, as you tender Herbabrur Ward 1 
bagioryr ., but of Purity; t | wr thou F 
that, as thoſe who werd devoted to the ( 
of Dielne things vught to de puret and 1 
lier than other Men, this Rite of Cir 
N cifion was 4 Mark and Emblem of fy; 
© '\ Juſt as among the Peter all wncireun 
* Men were reckot!'d.:npure and unc hal 

ginee you frequemly quote Cainers . 
ſertations, I would recommend to your ar 
ful Peruſal, what that learned Author) 


faid in his Diſcdurſe upon th» Origin WM 4 
pd for you will find a Cog | 
riety of Authors there quoted, all i; Em 
ing in this, that Lircumtißon Was not 6 FE 
ly prafits'd by the Egyptian. MM ab 
Calmet 1 is as good an Authority, when ue ba 
he writes helps to Rrengrben the Trub _- 
My/es's Hiſtory, as He is, when you tit if Ane 
Paſſage from him which ſeems to weaken Pe rlua 
6, Hut it is not enough that \ you ul Wh, | 
25 milrepreſent che Egyptian Nato 11 
r you go on, þ. 27. to make him piiſÞ= 


(s) Ke 
m7 ſ- Ye 
lon read 
Y eie 
Tae, 2 
ö / q 


up the Divine Mifion of his own 
We” Mo ofes < < This 1 18 your "Maſter-fl i 
of station, and therefore 1 Wall end 


vour to let che Falthood of it in the clan 
Ly 


0 


FE 


I 12 
td of Light that I can, Placing your Tranſlation 
of Foephus' s Words in one Column, and 
Mine in the oppoſite, - with the Original 
underneath ;' that every one who is child 
in che Green Tongue may judge which of 
us two has moſt exactly EN the Mean- 
ing of that Hiſtorian. 

5 oſephus in giving a Character of Mo 525 
8 of an excellent Governor and Foun Lat Ae. 


wut e, Kc. adds, 

Fight 4s You render 1. * As 1 render it. 5 
feat V 25 
Hauch an one, what @) When his De- 


Intentions were ſo juſt ſign was commendable, 
and noble, might rea- and his Actions great, 
onably preſume that we (or he) believ'd 
he had God for his rightly that he had 
uide and Counſel-. God for his Guide and 
JW Counſellor z | 
cite ail And, having once And he, being "firſt 
7 rſuaded himſelf of perſuaded himſelf, that 
this, he judg'd it ne- he acted and directed 
ſary above all things all things by the Will 
0 infill the ſame of God, Juc g'd it ne- 


(a) kante 2 37 mb Tegapiotos x — . 
I av0ptyor, aub ros Hic ode, (the old Latin Ver- 
lon reads vous) 6 dee, 2 TU pCenoy *v Gov ler. 8 


Y veigæs TEST £au/To0r, dr. aa F Sve ginnen, ä 
12 I 9 deve) TeuThu @ 5579 ir e i’ 
N F Naanliy Ts di dien. 6 8 misdgavlss 
n- 


Notion into the Feo- ceſſar] above all thing 
ple, that every thing to inſtill the fame Ope 


| effeftual, us'd to a- them pretended tha 


- Gods; and more eſpe- 
cially Minos, who im- Jo and the Delpbick 0- 


Jous:) 6 % ys Mivas Fate, Gat ws # ATN yl 
 DrApirey ehury mein Ts F viper peslgas dvigiy 


| 4 8 1] 


e 


he did was directed by nion into the People; 
the Will ef Heaven: for they, who belien 

rtdthat Gad overlees they 

| 2 Lives and Actions, wil 
TT ** not venture upon Sin; 
Not acting herein Such was our Law. 
the Part of a Magician giver, not a Magician 
or Impoſtor, as ſome or Impoſtor, as thok 


” 
» 


| have unjuſtly aſpers'd unjuſtly ſay, who re 


him: — faek h 
e Fe? ut as the Creek; 
Bur like the fam'd boaſt their Minos to have 


Law-givers of Greece; | 

? .  .x . .. been, and other Lay: 
who. to make their givers which came if 
good Deſigns the more ter him; for ſame of 


ſeribe the Invention of 3 1 * were gr 

eirown Laws to the them by Jupiter |, an 
+ defeat ps Minos ſaid that his Lam 
were derived from 4 


— 


9 


— —— —ê | — 
s menerd H π]/]ÿuav i giuc, $340 N Male 
7.77. i | ; | . 1 | 3 | 
Tor & Ji Tic aur nals 4 ropedirus, vyind 
drartar, ame Adee Aiyuom eines 

dan of = ToIs "'EAangry auxuot + Miro 60th 
2 ler abr 73 Aus veto dd Tac. Of % 33 air 
Tis be e) (the old Latin Verſion adds poſtat! 


nT0 TdA roc Lx e vouiCopler, eοο f, Wb 
AzuCdrorles, Tis & d © wdaige lefg 7V fut 
| p 


111 

puted all his Inſtituti- facle: — all _ them either 

ons to Apollo and the in re OP lieving ſo, or 

7 thinking that by ſuch 

Deiphi 5 Oracle; „ Pretegce ee could 
. more eaſily perſuade 

Men to receive them]: 

| "pp. which of,them (i- e. 

Moſes or the Greek 

775/11 _ Law: N made the 

tho * 1:4 D888 


and which 
ho re. | | e of — Was righteſt 
] „ v4, 0 By Perſuaſion that 
Greeks 1 their Laws came from 
o have AY | - 'God, is eaſy to judge 
Lay: dy making a Compari- 
me i. | ſon of the Laws them- 


me of | „ 
tha 
n u your Tranſlation of Taſepbiur's Wards, 


* where that Author ſays of Moſes, we rightly 
1 dub F404, or (as the old Latin Interpreter 
jck O- Netter expreſſes it) he rightly believed, you 


ey coldly render it, he might reaſonably 
A. % gſume, as if Moſes in Feſepbus's Judgment 
ad only a Reaſonable Preſumption, and no 
pin! Wetter Warrant than This for coticluding 
50 at he had God for hs Guide and Coun- 
i Hor; And when he ehe of him in che 
poſitar 4 | | 

wu, 7) 
55 7 „nr S $ 6% ect alive; (lege + a 
toy siete) SmrUN, varie & alf xararddir F ver 
d vlt wy Hecht. Contra Apion. l. 2. c. 16. 

. 22 next 


—— — - - 


| Lal 

next Sentence, as of one who-was perſuade 
| that he alled and directed all things by the 
Will f God, before he mentions 'him « 
inſtilling the ſame Opinion into the Pele 
you (skilfully enough for your Purpoſe) 
change the Place of the Words that be 
acted and directed all things by the Will i 
God, and by ſetting them laſt would make 
an unlearned Reader believe that this hi 
acting and directing all things by the Wil 
of God, was not what Maſe was himſelf 
perſuaded of, but what he endeavour" 
only to inſtill into the People. And after 
wards you repreſent Joſephus as ſaying, that 
Moſes was like the fam'd Law-givers if 
Greece, who — us'd to aſcribe the Inventin 
of their own Laws to the Gods, and eſpecii 
lite Minos, who imputed all his J 1 
0 Apollo and the Delphick Oracle; 
cording to which Parallel (as you ml 
 Foſephus muſt acknowledge that his Mo 
did only gſcribe the Invention of his Lay 
to God; that in Truth they were his vun 
Laws, as Theirs were, and God was n 0 
more concern'd in the making them th: 8 
Jupiter or Apollo was in the making the 
of Minos and the other Law-givers: M thei 


— 


21 I 

10 your Leave, Sir, or without it, for 
ch has none to ask) does not Foſephus 
ply make che Compariſon, not between 
at des and they were, but between 
at he was, and they boaſted to be? his 
58 (he ſays) came from Heaven, as they 
ended theirs to do; and does not ge- 
; manifeſtly put a wide Difference be- 
en the Jeuiſb and all other Law-givers, 
adding (tho you ſuppreſs'd theſe Words 
zimſelf his) that which of them was righteſt in 
your dr Perfuafh on that their Laws came from 
d, is eaſy to judge by making a Compariſon 

th Laws themſelves. 
Pray, Sir, for the ſake of Sincericy con- 
kr this whole Quotation over again, and 
Pecialſi eh it more carefully than before. Then 
tut if there be any room for the Conclu- 
An which from hence you have taken Oc- 
hon to draw, p. 28, that ſuch a De- 
ration as this from ſo learned a Jew, in 
ding the Excellency and Preeminence of 
un Religion, might teach us to enter- 
in more moderate and qualified Sentiments 
Kcerning its divine Origin, as well as the 
dine J Inſpiration of its Founder Moſes, Ge. 
chere is nothing in chis whole Quora- 
tion 


(42) 
tion which even ſeems 40 deny the 4 
Origin. of the Law and the Divine Ti 
tion of its Founder, but what ariſes i 
your Miſrepreſentation of it. uk 
Thought was as far from Foſ#phus in 
Place, as your Attention or Sittcerity y 
from You, when you read it; andi if; 
ever read his Jewiſb Antiquities, you m 
know that he never repreſents the Lay, | 
as given to the Fews by God himſelf th 
the 'Hand of Moſes, as only a Go. ben 
or Mediator. 
1 this, Sir, to ſearch for and embrat! 
Truth in every Enquiry ? (as you profek 
do, p. 46.) If a Man made it not the B 
neſs and Study of his Life, could he mil 
more effectually (not to ſay luckily) d 
you have done here? 
7. But to proceed; for I find you pt 

ceeding in the ſame Manner of miſquoti 
You tell us, p. 32, that in far wwe ſee n 

ny Cuſtoms and Conflitutions in the Jew 
Law, which are evidently deriv'd fron t 
Source, i. e. the Egyptian. To prove th 
you inftance in ſeveral Particulars, 
ſay,” that it appears from Hema 


00 ü 


Na} 


s A chet he Egyptians were governed By 
Tap; and Cuſtoms peculiar to themſelves 
ſes f ferent from thoſe of other Nations. 
duch s is Truth, but not the whole Truth; 
« in i Herodotus ſays, that their Laws were 


rent from thaſe of all other Nations : But 
judg'd it neceſſary to drop, the Word 
leſt the Reader ſhould perceive the Ab- 


rity ; 
d if 
ou m 


a, Wicy of your attempting to ſhew from this 
elf Age, that the Fews agreed with Them 


-berneWheir Cuſtoms, 1. e. that the Egyptian 
n were not different from thoſe of all 


brace f 
Vou next ſay, (ib.) that tbe Egypti- 


rofeſſ 


the N vere more addicted to Prodigies and Mi- 
e mis, han any other People: For this you 


te the ſame Herodotus, whoſe Words 


ily) th 
tly tranſlated are theſe, (5) more Teegre 


you fe were found out by them than by all 
quot Men; for when a Prodigy happens, 
5 ſee n irs | 


Enalwixorot youahorot od Your you dau” 5 guvus 


from | me, and” di uideut lun ef d& pd err vi 
Ove I, I. 2, C. 91, 


Tierra v c d! nr R rere, d)Auer de. 
% Youu 9 rienr &, ęudναν yeupe uot 
dry" Y z korg 56090 hero Tu Mv, 
Tev d ve ue d, Hœl L.. 2. c. 82. 


they 


| T7 24 

0 they obſerve and write drm the Event, | 
if afterwards any thing happens like it, | 

Prodigy), they judge that the Event wil 
the fame: Is there a Word here about! 

racles ? Is it not plain, that Heroditycd 
not mean Miracles here? for are they f 
things as could be found- out by the By 
tiuns or any other Men? and does not 
ſnew what he means by rte Pri 
when he ſpeaks of the Event of them? n 
ſtrous Births, unuſual Pßænomena in 
Heavens, and the like, are ſuch thing 
come under his Account of a tes 


of what the Egyptians: gathered from 


and it is by this Name that Herodotus, me, 
c 46. calls an Unnatural Copulation vi, an: 
happen'd in his time. So that once 1, tb 


you deceive your Readers, and infini 
(even at the Expence of a falſe Quotati 
that the Miracles which Moſes wroy 
were no other than a Practice which hel 
rowed from the Egyptians. ou in 
9. You add (ibid.) that the Egyptians 
one Higb-Prieſt as well as an Herut 
Prieſthood deſcending from Father to Sm. 
ſeveral Countries where there was a Pf 


| hood, it is well known that the Pricfin_f ( xe: 


1 uy” " bh 0 * 
8 3 
* "7 
. 
* 
% 


(25 ] 


vent; as hereditary, - and that there was one 
r it, l-Prięſt, who preſided over the reſt : 
1 ui y chen muſt the Jeus have borrow'd 
about is Cuſtom from the Egyptians rather than 
om any other Nation? But it is unlucky 
they r You, that according to Herodotus whom 


the 4 


the en quote, it was not the Practice of the 
es not 


vyptians to have one High-prieft in the 
Pra ene that you wou'd have us underſtand 
mem in, 1. e. one Higb-prieſt over the whole 


2 in Mation as the Jeus had; for your Hiſtorian 
things, that (a) every God among the Egyptians 
rien Wh! ſeveral Prieſts, one of which was the 
from W'7b-prieſt ; not of Egypt, but of that 


ome, and of all the Prieſts belonging to 
; and there being (5) 36 Nomes or Coun- 
z, there muſt have been as many High- 
rieſts in Egypt: which is ſo different a 
onſtitution from that of the Jews, that 
you had fairly repreſented it, you could 
ever have led your Reader to agree with 
du in concluding, that Moſes borrow d this 
uſtom from Egypt, of all Countries under 
tie Heaven. 5 


fotus, 
on Wh 
nce n 
infini 
uotati 
wrou 
h het 


tians 
Jeredi 
0 Han. 
a Pn 
rie 


10 les ra d tn ds fnars F 3:6y, GANG WAN F 
iy dp. Lib. 2. c. 37. 
(?) Newton's Chron. p. 218. 


= - 10. You 


5 Egyptians abhorred Swine' eso as. tn 


his Sentiments, that he ſays (6) 7h. 


F. 138. 


c. 47 


10. You go on, p. 33. to fay that d 
Eupriuns would not fuffer any Lieprois Pi 
en to come within the City : for this C : 
of theirs you refer to Herodotus again; 1, 
r. 138. but there is no ſuch thing afſe 
there: you miſtook the Place, I preſum 
and quoted from Lib. 1. c. 138. wha 
this very Cuſtom is mentioned indes 
tho' not as practisd by the Egyptians, by 
the (a) Perfians. So that here again you 
Reader is miſ-led; and the Cuſtom of 1 
Nation, which Moſes never knew, is 
preſented as the Cuſtom of another whin 
he dwelt among, on purpoſe « to favour youll 
Notion that he deriy'd it from the yen t. 
\ Frans. 

11. Once more ( 45.) you gay, chat th 


and abominable : for this you cite the {ani 
Ayrhor and ſo far (it is true) You ſped 


= 2 d a Fs to be an 1 


2 


n >» 0" * _ wm * 0 1 9 — * * F 


(a) 'O; av F dsar Aimglw νꝗv Ex, bs b 70 
C 7 naTEpYeD, ac Foley) EU ANA. 882 L. 


(5) Ty 5 Aryùæſia- dune yon Snefop rev. Wd. 
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uf; but he immediately adds (and You 
du'd have added, if you had ſearch d for 


hat bi, 
ms Pi 


Cuſt "a only) that (a) there were Swwine-berds ; 


1; IN 
aſlerty 
reſum 

when 


mong them and that af the time of the 
uLmoon they ſacrificed Swine to Bacchus 


Luna; nay that at fuch Times, (tho at 
ch Times only) they ate the Fleſb of theſe 


inden that bad bren ſacrificed : Here are 
ns, bree very material Circumſtances then, in 
in youſWhhich the Behaviour of the Jews and E- 


pan with regard to Swine, was not a- 
ke; for it is well known, that the Fews 


| of of 


win ere forbidden not only to Eat, but to Sa- 
ur police Swine, and they did not allow Men 
> Een to feed ſuch among them. And is ic 


kely then that the Jews learned from the 
tions their Cuſtoms about Swine's per 
hen in Three Circumſtances out of Fo 

ey diſagreed with them about it, nay acted 
che direct contrary manner? And yer 
ou; Sir, thus partially quote weben on 
urpoſe to make your + Readers believe, that 


CORP FT POT * Py TW" Ox WO EI 4 th c WY 4 libs. ” * Py wy PI * - Py X. FI IT - * eee 


(9 Ot EvCaray zoyJes Ayu e 707 
| q ZAAGIT! Oco708 Jeu us U Jinatsd c Ar Se- 
19 5 2 Nur auv¹νν⁰ α X&re, TY auTy t 
Alu Tos vs Je, t 7 F xpedy. ib. 


D 2 the 


ö 


the Jeus intirely agreed with the Exynia 
in this Practice, and that therefore the 
muſt have borrowed it from Them: Hey 
then are no fewer than five falſe Quotatia 
in about twice the number of Lines; may 
by one, who profeſſes, Page 26, to have n 
Herodotus with ſome diligence: And th 
you do with intent to prove that the ( 
ſtoms in the Jewiſh Law were derived frog 
the Egyptians ; whereas Foſephus (if He h 
any Weight with You, when he ſpeaks 
gainſt your Sentiments) expreſly ſays th 
one Reaſon why the Egyptians were fu 
Haters of the Jews, was (@) the great df 
ference of the Religions off the two Nations; 
Jewiſh Worſhip being as different from f 
heb is eſtabli ſped among the Egyptians 
the Nature of God is from that of the Brut 
To which Teſtimony I ſhall add that of 4 
ingenious Modern Author, who, after h 
ving carefully examin'd this matter, ly 
There. is (JI think) one Obſervation, which, 


— 


* 
ll. 


” — 


(4) Contra Apion. 1. 1. c. 24. » 7 epd vera) 
maAAlw auTols evemoingev EXIT 0% nur 
dagipions evo clas mes N vm" c, veropuropiylu,i 
Ort pd Coun hay ar νννναer. | 


[ 29 ] 
Wi / 48 1 have bad Opportunity 10 abply. it, 
re w/ fully anſwer every, Particular that Dr. 
: Hen pencer has offer d, and that is This, be is 
orationlfh/ fo produce. no one Ceremony. or Uſage 
"ied both in the Religion of Abraham or 
oſes, and in That of the Heathen Nations, 
ut that it may be proved, that it was uſed by 
\braham er Moſes or by ſome of tbe true 
Warſhippers f God, earlier than by any of 


we re 
nd th 
he C 
d fron 


He He Heathen Nations. Shuckford's Connection 
xeaks if the Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory. Vol. I. 


317. 


58 dn „ 3H 8 | | 
12. I find you again in Page 34. ſhew- 


re ſuc 


eat Ing your Skill or your great Negligence, for 
tons; ven the Latin Tranſlation of Maimonides's 


om I 
tian 


| Brut! 


Words is wrong tranſlated by You into Eng- 
%; and whereas Dr. Spencer makes the 
dabbi fay that (a) Circumcifion was ſome- 


it of mes nor to be undergone without hazard of 
frer Life, you omit that reſtraining Word /ome- 
r, limes, and repreſent him as ſaying that it 
ich, vas not to be undergone without ſome hazard 


of Life: As if it was always hazardous, 
Whereas he only maintains that it was /ome- 
times ſo. 


OT 


{a ) Res darifſima & difficillima, » nec 4 vitæ Aus- 
mine ſuandogue ſubeunda. Maimonid. 


——— 
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13. You. go an to fay C chat 1; gh 
fadt. informs us, that the PREQD ENT My } 
tality it eccefion'd produced à f TA nDi yin 
Law, that when any \Pexſon'' had 10% thry went 
Children ſucceſpoely by the Operation,. be ul 
fo be excus'd from Uircumciſng the rift; | 
conſequence of which there were attually ul 

| NY" uncircumeir d amang then, &c. Here | 
min, Sir, your uſual Dexterity in quotin 
is to be ſeen: for, fit, Lightfoot, Ty 
760 ſay, nothing of a Standing L. 
Occaſion: And by the Paſſages which h 
cites frqm the Writings of the Rabbins ity 
pears to have been only a Deciſion of th 
Feu Doctors on the Cafe, (and one 
them decides againſt che Legality of an Li 
circumciſed Prieft), grounded upon 
Explication of the Words of Moſes, 1 
which 5f a Mon fball obferne them, hoy bu 
Jive in them: And then ſecondly, Lag 
does not ſpeak of any fernen Nm 
that Circumciſion occaſion d, or of t 
being many uncircumcis' d an that ahr 
He quotes five or fix Pages indeed, i 
which mention is made of an 7Cireuis 
Ifraettte and an uncircumcis'd Prieff, wh 


their" Brethren died of Circumcifian: And 0 


ut. 


\'y 


yotat 
nd \ 
Ws 


132 1 
at very frequent mention of them is made 
! the. Talmudiſts, but he 1 no where ſays (as : 
can find) that they mention' d this as fre- 
yently happening, or as happening to ma- 
V tom what he makes R. Nathan ſay, 
0 I ſhould collect that the Accident was 
7 rare among the Jews; for tlie Rabbi's 
Fock are, I travelled to Cafarea, and 
ere was a Woman there, who had brought 
tb Male Children, which had died of Gir 
ncißon, the firſt, the ſecond, and the third: 
hey brought the Fourth to me, and I looked 
n him, and faw not in him the Blood of 
: Covenant: He advuis d them to permit bim 
little whi le, tho not circumcis'd, and they 
rnitted him, &c. The Rabbi not only 
ems, by the mention of this one Inſtance 
ily, to have look'd upon it as uncommon; 
It both He and the Woman too ſeem to 
we doubted of the Lawfulneſs of not cauſ- 
g this fourth Child to be circumcis'd. 
the At laſt you come to conſider the Account 
count the Confu Hon at Babel; and your Solu- 
aof it is truly a confus'd one; but your 
5 Wuotations are all that at preſent I am con- 
md with, and therefore I * with exa- 
1 Ws them. 


14. Page 


038) 

14. Page 41; you ſay that from Gm. | 

1. is evident that the” Sons of Noah wer: | 
far from any ſuch Reſolution of not diſjerj 
themſelves, that they had already begin 
diſperſe, had actually ſent off a Colony fn 

the Eaſt to the Land of Shinar. You quo 
indeed Calmet and Patrick as joining w 
you in this Opinion; but the Queſtion | 
what the Scripture teaches about the my 
ter, and not what any Commentator hy 
fancied: And the Scripture is as expreſs 
gainſt what is to You ſo Evident, as War 
can repreſent it. (a) In the laſt Verk em, 
the tenth Chapter, we read, By theſe (i, 
the Families of the Sons of Noah) were i 
Nations divided in the Earth after the Hu 
then it follows Chap. xi. 1.” And the whi 

= - Earth was of one Language and one Sperl 
= Here all Mankind is plainly ſpoken of, vit w. 
= out the Excluſion of any part, great Wit to 
| ſmall; and of all theſe it is ſaid Verſe WM Your 
"And it came to paſs as they journey d fn 
the Eaft, that they found a Plain in the LafW'ony, 
of Shinar ; and they dwelt there. Is thereto ma 
Word here, Sir, about diſperſing themſeliff it 


(a) See Le Clere's Reaſons in his N ote on Ver. 


135 
. about Colonies being ſent of Are not 
2 very fame Perſons who were of one 
per | nage and one Speech repreſented as four- 
ing from the Baſt and pitching in Shinar? 
* the Word all had been mention'd, 
id the Word they fo cloſely follows, can 
e in Propriety of Speech, can we with- 
t Abſurdity conclude, that by they is only 


he mu eant ſome part of them, when no ſuch 
tor lWiſtinion is made or hinted at in the Text? 
ge ad to aſſure us more fully (if poſſible) 
Wola all Mankind, and not a Colony only of 
Verſe em, was concern'd in this Confuſion at 
90 se, it is recorded Verſe g. that the Lord 


d there confound the Language of all the 
wth, and from thence did the Lord ſcatter 
m abroad upon the face of all the Earth: 
n Words be plainer than theſe to expreſs 
at what happen'd, happen'd not to a Part 


I, 

great It to the Whole of Mankind? According 
Verſe W Tour Comment the hole Earth and afl 
d Earth, were only a Part of i it, only a 
the LM ony, at moſt a great Colony: Which 


to make the Scripture talk ſuch Nonſenſe, 
lf ic had really talk'd, you would proba- 
not have fail d to cenſure. 


17 


E 1 The 


1341 
The Caſę of their journeying ſrems to la 
been this; When the Ark landed upon th 
Mountains, Noob. and his Family continy 
living in. the mountainous: Parts for n 
Years; and while they were few in Num 
found Proviſions enough in thoſe Places, td x 
not very fruitful; and indeed they c 
deſcend far a long time, becauſe it muſt h n 
been a long while before the Plains and lol « 
Grounds were 10 far dried as to afford Men 
wholeſome Habitation: But in length of Tu. 
(the Scripture ſays not how long) as Nod 
Deſcendants increas'd, they found the mai 7: 
tainous Habitations not able to ſupply th te 
and their Cattle with what they want 
They had already conſum'd all that ui Nef 
Parts us d to furniſh them with; they fi preſ 
that the Lower Grounds were now gro 7: 
Dry and Wholefome ; and that they willed 7 
exceedingly fruitful, as they muſt neceſlanr, 4 
have been by reaſon of the Slime and SF [cat 
ment which the Flood left upon the Soil Mtb. 


them: They all therefore came down fi inly 
the Mountains, and marched Weſtward Word: } 
they arrived at the Plain of Shinar, a P to T. 
of ſuch Extent as to be able to contain i uivale 


Number, and fo fruitful as to give tfWuppoſ 
a 


„„ my. 
Trance of full Plenty for een and 
tle for many Vears to come. 

15. In the fame free Humour of guietde 
ou proceed, Page 42. to fay, that all that 
mn be colledted from the Story, it, that kuqws 
w they muſt diſperſe, they had à mind; bo- 
we ſurb Diſper fon, to eret# ſome' publitk 


uſt hu forurert of their common Origin, by build- 
dl City and a Tower, that fhoyld reach” as 
1 Mech as Heaven : And it was the Preſumption 


nd Arrogance of this Defign that indue'd God 
| baffle it by "founding their Language, 
nd to diſperſe them from that Place, with- 
t fuffering them to finiſh what they bad Pro- 
. Thus you collect from the Story 4 
gn quite different from what the Story 
fly mentions ; for the Words are Ver. 4. 
| 17 they ſaid, Go to, let us build us a City 
d a Tower, whoſe Top may reach unto Hea- 
, and let us make us a Name, left we 
ſeater d abroad upon the face of the whole - 
arch, Is nor the Intent of theſe Builders 
ih ſet forth here? And does not the 
ford: left introduce a Reaſon quite contra- 
to Yours, which is therefore ſomething 
rain thiWuivalent ar leaſt to a falſe Quotation? But 
ive UÞ"ppoſe that you ehoſe to follow the Greek 
. 1 and 


1 5 1 
and Latin Verſions of this Paſſage, boy 
which render it, before we be ſcattered, & 
And this idle Tranſlation of Theirs you 
prefer to that of the. Original, which i 
capable of no other fair Tranſlation thy 
what our Engliſh and the other Verſion gin 
it: And as the Hebrew will not bear you 
Senſe of it, the Reaſon of the Nag w. 
not allow your Account of their Deſign u 
be a True one; for if they intended only g 

erect ſome public Monument of their comm 
Origin, why did this Colony, this Party & 
tached from the reſt (as you ſuppoſe the 
to have been) not think of ſuch a Prod 
but till after they were ſeparated from th 
reſt of Mankind? A Deſign of erecting a ll 
nument of their common Origin would han 
been more proper for them to have ente 
tain'd, before the Deſcent of ſome of then 
from the Mountains had parted thaſe wh 
had one common Origin, There, and not Me 0! 
Babel, ſuch a Project had been fit and re 
ſonable, if any where: But, in truth 
could hardly ever have come into the Head 
of any or all of them to erect a Monun 
for the Deſign, which you aſcribe to then 
becauſe it is not likely chat they ſbou 
| eu 


11 


ver have ſuſpected that any in future Times 


bog 

4 &M-y1d doubt of their having had a common 

50 rgin. They were all one Man's Deſcen- 
unts, as they knew very well; and they 


duld not but reaſon within themſelves, 
it if any Tradition of Things ſhould be 
anded down to Poſterity, it would not fail 
repreſent, them and their Children as ha- 
ing all iſſu d from one and the ſame Stock. 
ſides, if we ſhould allow Your Deſign to 
ne been Theirs, it will puzzle you much 
> ſhew how. that Deſign was ſo Preſump- 
us and Arrogant, as to induce God to 22 
by confaunding their Language. One would 
ther think the Deſign was a Good and 
ommendable one, and that God ſhould have 
proved and ſeconded it ; for nothing more 
es the Ends of Religion (as far as it; 
lates to Man and Man), than to have it 
ll known and always conſider d that we 
we one common Origin: It is one good 
gument for the Practice of all the So- 
WW! Virtues; and therefore a wiſe Man 
ould make no ſcruple to conclude that 
od would never have look'd upon that 
hemicſion as a Piece of Preſumption and Arro- 
ſhore, much * chat he would have bed 
8 — 


i Bible render d it), ſeems to habe by 


. —— 
A 


ſeater d, &c. to be a Reaſon why they we 


them, as Things then ſtood," if the Pro 


an Lamy de 


=... 
1. by a ene * thiir Len- on & 
Account only. 2 

What (2) mit led the Grcehand Lavin m' 
3 (by whom you choſe w ef 
miſ- led, without acquainting your Read 
How: che Original Road, and how our By 


Fi 


the Sentence, and let us mals ut & Num 
but either we may put theſe Words int 
Paegntheſis, and make the Words 1% url 


for building a Tower; or we may foll 
che Opinion (3) of thoſe, who think ü 
the Hebrew Word S hem ſignifies here i 
a Name but a Monument or Sign (a8 f 
Greek Word cnua, which was probably d 
rived from it, is well known to fignif 
and that the Tower, which theſe Build 
erected, was deſign d for a Land-mark, whi 
by irs Height may be ſeen at a great D 
ſtance: A Conttivance very neceſſary | 


dence of God had not thought it more pi 
per for them 5 chan o hold d | 
2 together: 


Wo See Te Clere's Note on the Place. | 


62 See „ Origin. Babylow, C. II. p. ates | 
abernaculo, p. 222, 


"I 


41 
iſh 2 yaſt and wide Plain; and as they con- 
atin EH m d the Forage near their Home, it was 
to M eceſſary for them to lead their Cattle to 
Read ase at ſome diſtance; it is not improbable 
or o chat in ſmall Parties they went abroad 
unting, and ſome of them had frequently 
n theſe Occaſions loſt their Way, and had 
ther never found it, or found it with great 
ifiiculey: What ſhould they do then un- 
r this Inconveniency ? Why they refolv'd 
p erect a Tower, whoſe Top might reach unto 
leaven, of fuch a Height as might ferve 
em for a Direction at a great Diſtance ; 
d by the help of this they thought, that, 
owever ſeparated as their Occaſions re- 
uird, they might always know how to re- 
im to the City, where they and their Com- 
nions had .derermin'd to live together. But 
is ſtrict adhering to each other God was. 
esd not to approve of; he foreſaw that 
waz better: for them to diſperſe, partly 
thaps that the World might be the ſooner 


01d onled, and partly perhaps to prevent thofe 
; =) Quarrels and Wars which would inevi- 
1 2% = See Le Clere's Note on Cem. xi. 7. and3 Foſephas' hi 


g. I. 1. c. 4. 
tably 


[49 ] 
tably (he knew) ariſe among them frog 
their living together in a Plain, which wol 
ſoon be uncapable of ſupplying them wiz 
Neceflaries. The Deſign of the Bull 
then being contrary to God's, it was on th 
Account that the Scripture repreſents hiq 
as confounding tbeir Language, that thy 
might be the ſooner diſpers d over theFart 
But enough of This; my main Bufine 
was to ſhew you, that the Scripture aflonfoſc 
one Reaſon of their erecting the Tower, aſhly 
you a quite different one. Is chis : f 

genuity ? Wade 1 
I have now, Sir, ſet before you Fife Ca 
Inſtances of your falſely quoting the AW. T 
thors, which you refer to as Authorities i, is i 
what you are pleaſed to ſay in Oppoſition Mo/ 
to Moſes's Account of the Fall, of Circuit Ti 
c:fion, and the Confuſion at Babel. Had Dr. the | 
or the Author of Scripture Vindicated befu! QM 
guilty of One of the like nature, how wor # 
You have triumph'd over him? What LA 
guage would You have beſtow'd upon hin 
But in God's Name, Sir, is any Cai r 
worth ſuch a Proceeding ? can a Good | 
want Falſhoods ? or does a Bad one deſcriiſh of . 
them ? Let Facts, of 8 kind be 


[4 
1 thoroughly -and examin'd freely; but let 
ppartiality always go along with the 
arch, and let it always be thought one 
predient in Free- thinking, to follow 'Truth' 
every Enquiry: He that ſuffers himſelf 
be impos'd upon, or tries to-impoſe upon 
ers, has no Right to the Title of a Free- 
8 

lll I now come to examine ane of 
oſe Hiſtorical Facts, which you have 
ſhly advane'd in ſeveral parts of your Let- 
for Theſe, like your Quotations, are 
ade with more Zeal than Judgment, to fit 
> Cauſe which you are ſerving. TR 
1, The firſt, which I ſhal] cake notice 

is in Page 28, Cc. where you ſay that 
Mess Time (for unleſs you ſpeak of 
t Time, your Reaſoning is quite foreign 
the purpoſe) Egypt was a great and pou» 
Nation, famed every where abroad for 
w wolllir Viſdem and Learning, the beſt Schodl. 
hat Lats and Sciences, a Great and Flouriſhing | 
in een, a palite and learned Nation: Where 
du repreſent the eus as (at chat Time) 
cure contemptible People, famed for no 
H Literature, ſcarce known to the polite 
d, &c. And this - ee * make 
in 


4 
in onder to ſhew, that it is more likely d 
the Jews, borrowed their Cuſtoms ng | 
Egyptians, than that the Egypt * borrow 
theirs from the Fes. 
But pray; why muſt Either of __ . 
ſuppos s'd to have borrow'd from the Othe 
Out of ſeven Inſtances which you biin 
(Page 32, 33.) to ſhew that theſe two Ny 
tions reſembled one another in their Cy 
ſtoms, five of them (as I ſhew'd P. 23, &. 
make directly againſt you: and the oth 
two are ſuch as were not (a) peculiar. to tl 
Jews and Egyptians, but were obſervd 
moſt other Nations, and from them as m 
as from the Egyptians, the Fews might hu 
Wl = borrow'd DIS _ they W them 
= - all. 
lll This by the way only; HW proper pa 
ſlion that is now between You and Me, 
whether Egypt was in the time of Miſe 
great a Kingdom, ſo palite a Nation as 
have repreſented it. Sir Tjaac Newton 
obſery'd in his Chrono. p. 186, that it « 
fo omg peopled befare the Birth of Mo ys 


atmo — nong | 


(a) See Shuckford's Conneitvar of * Sacre Thi 
Prophane * vol. I. p. 303, 315, 316. | ak 


« 
* 
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arch” ſaid of the Iſraelites, Exod; i. 9. 
hold, tbe People of the- Children of Tha get 
re 4 nig bier rhan Me.: From 
hence this at leaſt may be infer'd; that the 
us were Then no lefg a” powerful and 
wriſhing People than the Egyptians.:” And 
to their Learning and  Politentſs, the ſame 
vthor fays, Page 216. That there is no In- 
e "Letters, for wri ting down "Sounds, 
ng in Uſe before the Days of David; in any 
"oy i” Nation befides the Poſterity of Abrahiim: 
„ Egyptians aſeribe this Invention to Thoth 
x Secretary of Ofires ; and therefore Letters 
ran to be in Uſe in Egypt in the Days of 
bh, that is, a little after the Fli ht of the 
umites from David, or -about the Time that 
umus brought them into Europe. And he 


er Vii; Page 213, that it was unller the Reign 
Me Anmon and Seſac (i. e. about the Time of 
NM. id) that the Egyptians applied themſelves 


Af ronomy. What then muſt their Learn- 
ofen hr and Politeneſs have been, in Moſes's 
ine ? what their Arts and Sciences, when 
ofes, Mey had not ſo much as, the Uſe of Letters 
——y them? RT 
acre This Great Author, this true Free:think: 
om whom You might have learn'd to 
—AS Þ_ 


laborious and general Search into Antigy 


did or might cafily have known, is i In 
of what He has advanc'd about the B 


never been Demonſtrated to be Falſe. | 


one, who makes it the Buſineſs and Stud) 
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quote: fairly and. judge Impartially) after; 


ty for near chirty Years, which I am yd 
aſſur d that he ſpent in it, deliver d this ama 
other Things as his Judgment upon the | 
quiry; and when you knew this, as 10 


partial in Vou to take no notice in . 


tian Antiquities? and to repreſent the Ey 
tian Nation of Moers Days under all th 
Advantage of Character, which did not be 
long to. them till ſome Hundreds of Ye 
after ? for Pythagoras (whom you ment 
one of the firſt Greeks, which is recorded 
have travell'd to Egypt for Knowledge, ft 
riſh'd not till above $00 Years after the Tim 
of Mo oſes. Till You have confuted Sir 1 


Newton's Account, you ſhould never 6 the 
argu'd from the Vulgar Hypotheſis willſeer: : 
as much Aſſurance as if it had never be EY 


called in Queſtion, much leſs as if it | 


it ſerv'd your Purpoſe, and therefore ye 
catched at it. What Partiality is This i 


his Life in every Enquiry to ſea:ch for 1 
embrace the Truth, 


141. 


By reading, the. aboye-mention 'd Chrono- 
ogy You might have learned too, that the 
row ment, which Vou draw Page 32, from 
he Thack Table of | Bembo and the Obelichs, 
b thew that Moſes took the Hint of his 
Frazer Serpent. etected in the Wilderneſs 
dom the Image of a Serpent erected on 4 
ilar. in Egypt, &c. is of no Force or 
Neight to the purpoſe: for which you bring 
; becauſe the Jack Table __ not have 
en made before the Time of In; and II, 
ording to, Sir Fohn Marſham's and Sir 
bac Newton's. Syſtem, lived not till aboye 
oo Years after Moſes's Death; and the ve- 
| firſt Obelisk which was erected in Egypt, 

4 erected, as Sir Iſaac Newton ſays, Page 
bo, by Mepbres the Predeceſſor of M 
rogmuthoſis, whom he places ( Page 10.) 
the Year before Chriſt 1125, 7. e. 2 50 
cars after the Departure of the Fews out 
Egypt under Moſes. To argue then ( as 
du do) that Moſes borrow'd from the E- 
fans a Cuſtom, which it does not ap- 
ar that they Practis d till ſo many Years 
ter his Deceaſe, is a way of arguing, 
ich Fn you 1 5 you may call your 
Irn. 


Of 


045], 

Of the like Nature is What you aft 
p. 32. that Aaron's making for the Jeu 
golden Calf, was nothing elſe but recalling i 
Warſhip of the Egyptian God Apis repreſen 
always 1 that Form, Whereas (a) Sir Ia 
Newton and Sir Fohn Marſham (6) prog 

(and confute them if you can) that i 
Apis was no other Perſon than Seit 
Sbiſbac (as the Scriptures call him) wi 
reign d in the Days of Solomon : The * 
count which Sir Jaac Newton gives, þ. Io 
is much more likely than Yours, when | 
ſays that the Ring, who by the Inventin| 
Corn renter d 775 the lower Part of Egyy 
avhich was yearly over flowed by the Nile, a 


firſt peopled it and reign'd over it, ſcen 
| have been wor ſhipped by his Subjects ufi 
Death in the Ox or Cal) If for this Benefatli 
This I believe to be truer of Thoſe Int 
Parts of Egypt which were not overflow 
i ona ea. Herodatus * us (cc 


PISS i. 


— - — 


4 Chronol. 192 & 19. 
| 68 Canon ine 1 2. 
(© Or drt derb avaßf i So b 0 
278 cuda nei, dr d i αꝗ bid c, 7 ii d 
dvd romo: ae Antoy H⁰ενẽð Kc Lib. 2. c. * | 


„ - 


Th 


hoſe, which were overflowed, were never 


arly; but as for the others they were | 


re oughed ; and this King having taught 
„em to plough their Lands with Oxen for 
\ oa berrer ſowing of their Corn, he was wor- 
in. N ipped (I ſuppoſe) by his Subjects after 
PA eth in the Ox or Calf, juſt as Sir I/aac 
0 "oh ſerves of Seſoſtris, that he was repreſented 
be * O becauſe be taught the conquer d Na- 


ms to plough with Oxen, p. 226. 

But if we ſhould admit that the Egyp- 

an Apis was worſhipped as early, as You 
preſent it, yet you have no grounds from 

e Scripture Story to conclude, that the 
from! tting up of the Golden Calf in the Wil- 

, -\Wrocſs was to recal the Worſhip of the 
loyptian Apis. The God or Gods, whom 
te Jeus intended to worſhip under that 
nage, were thoſe who had brought them 
out of the Land of Egypt, Exod. 32. 4. 
(9) Wo any Egyptian Gods, we may be ſure, 
—— gan/t them the Lord had executed Fudg- 
* ( Exod. 12. 12. Num. 33. 4.) And 
erefore the Jews well knew that They 
deen ſo far from bringing them out of 
Fopt, that they had come out from thence | 


1 


in Oppoſition to Them and with the Dy 
ſtruction of them. It was the Lord they 
the Fehovab, whom they fooliſhly 1 oh | 
worſhip under the Golden Cal If; and fo 
are expreſly told, v. 5. that when Aaron jy 
it, he built an Altar before it, and made jy 
clamation and ſaid, T. 0-morrow is a e 
to the Lord (Jehovah. f 
T ſhall mention but one more Mita 
of Vours under this Article, - and that 
in p. 23. where you ſay that Kircber hi 
eum that Hieroglyphicks or ſacred Charg 
ters were invented and uſed by the Foy 
tians before Moſes's time. But all this 
ſtill upon the Old Scheme ; and pry 
not ſo juſt to your Reader as to own, th 
both Sir John Marſbam and Sir Iſaac Ne 
ton have ſhewn on the contrary that T 
the reputed Inventor of thoſe Hieroglyphich 
was Contemporary with Seſotr:s or Seſac, vl 
was the ſame d. hiſhac, which plunder'd d 
Temple at Feru/alem in the Reign of Ret 
beam. All that Kircher proves, he (a) proves u 
on Suppoſition that Thath or Mercurius T 
megiſtus was much earlier than Mo/es's Day 


(9) egg . 1. c. 4. p. 47. S 3.7. 28. 
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ind therefore if that Fact be not True (and 
vou know that it is conteſted by ſo great 
Authorities as Sir John Marſbam and (a) 
vir Jaac Newton), all his Proof falls to the 


that the Serpent was us d as a Hierogiyphicł 
among the Egyptians in Moſes's time: and 
then notwithſtanding what you have learn'd 
from Kircher, it will not be Probable, that 
Moſes's Account of the Fall might be drawn 
rom Principles and Notions imbib'd in his 
wth from the Schools of the Egyptians. 
It is faid indeed in Ad. 7. 22. that Moſes 
was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
ans. But. what that Viſdom was, is no 
where ſaid; nor is that ſaying of St. Stephen 
Proof of any thing, but that he ſpake ac- 
ording to the then receiv'd Tradition of 
ie Fews 3 and Joſephus ſpeaks after the 
ume manner as He does: The Egyprians 
uy ad, long before the time of Joſepbus or 


of Rt Stephen, ſo boaſted of the Antiquity 
ovesußf Arts and Sciences among them, that it 
rius Js then the prevailing Notion, that they 
s Dad been Eminent for Wiſdom even before 


e Age in which Myſes lived: but 
me of the Ancient Writers, who were 


(a) Chronol, P. 22. and elſewhere. 0.4 
G more 


ground; and of courſe it does nat appear, 


* — — —  —  —  ———— — — apo ts EA — 


= 3: 
FORE eviſous Enquirers into their(Pretin, 
Bons, did long ago deny the Truth of 
them; and from the Obſervations which 
== made and left in writing, it is thut 
Sir Fac. Newton: has traced out the Ori. 
gin of Arts and Sciences in Egypt, and 
has: placed it many Ages lower than that 
vain Nation of the Egyptians would: a 
* eder 

Ujos; g whet then of this Aid 
it appears that till you have confuted thi 
new Syſtem of Chronology, you canna 
Fairly and Juſtty aſſert, that Egypt was 
great and flouriſhing Kingdom, a learui 
and polite Nation in Mofes's time. If Scrip 
ture Anthority be any Authority wid 
You, you have the King of Egyps himiel 
putting the Fews more than upon th 
Level with his own Subjects in reſpec d 
their Numbers: or if Sir Iſaace Neun 
Diſcoveries be of any weight with You, I 
has ſhewn that not only Learning and Pi 
kiteneſs did not flouriſh, but even Lette 
were not in uſe, in Egypt, till * 
after the Period where you have fixt it 
And in anſwer to what you have 20 
yanced about the early Grandeur and Fi 
r:/hing Condition of the. Egyptian Empir 


121 
j cannot forbear mentioning, what may be 
collected indeed from that great Author's 


ha Chrofioloty; but what I have heard from 
s th his own Mouth, That he thought the 
> Or. WW « Kingdom or David: was the. moſt conſi- 
„ and i © derable Kingdom, that Tien was or yu 


© betn (ereHtod in che World. 
2. The next and che laſt Hiſtorical Fuct, 
kick 'T ſhall take notice of as advanced 
againſt che Truth, is, in relation to che 
Confuſion g Languages at Babel. Thu ure 
of Opinion, p. 38, &c. that all abe Vuriety 
of Languages obſervable in the World 70 
be uccounrad for by Natural Cauſes; 
that Men may find rbe Cauſe ta he e 
in Reaſon uni Nature, in ibe neceſſary Mu- 
tability. N ching, the Riſe and Fall of 
Staten ande Empires, Change of Modes and 
Cuſtoms, hich neceſſarily introduce à pru- 
ſurtionable Change in Language: In ſhort, 
that without any ſuch Miracle, (as Moſes 
pretends there was in the Caſe,) the ſame 
Efect nit neceſſarily huue follow'd from 
the very e. be and . ye an. 
ind, | & 
bade. 3 Sir > 1 think/ dat Me- 
2 has given us the true Account; and 
1 that 


Confufun of them, as nn to * tf 


1 ſhould be glad that you would think of i 
ſufficient Anſwer to it, before you form: 
Peremptory Judgment againſt Mgſes's Ac 
count of the Confufion of. Languages. 


That the Mutability of Things, che Change i 
and Empires, &c. muſt neceſſarily in lengh 
brite Yer I ask; whether, itibe likely that 
any. or all of theſe Natural Cauſes could 


Things, which are of moſt Common Uſe in 
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that it was Impaſſible, that there:ſhould hay; 
been ſuch a Variety in the m Languages 
of the World, as there is known to be, un- 
leſs there had been ſome ſuch miraculous 


happen d at Babel. 

I don't mean (for Proof of 0 to en 
mine the ſeveral Languages, and trace them 
from their Originals thro all their Enlatge- 
ments, Alterations, Cc. That would be 
a tedious Work, 1 15 were ee of Pt 
W 10 

But I have one Queſtion to 1 . al 


Suppoſing what you fay; 1 to be True; u 
Modes and Cuſtoms, the Riſe and Fall of State 


2 time have cauſed: a Variety in two d 
ore Languages which were Originally thc 


Such a Variety in them, as that the 


Life 


ann, 
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\ 1.66 which all Men are every Day 
age king of, ſhould come in different Lan- 
ages to be .expreſs'd by Words which 
e not the leaſt Affinity with one another, 
not ſo much as in One Radical Letter? 

0 give you ſome few Inſtances out of 


en-: ay, of what I mean: What has been 
them re common in all Countries and Ages 


n Water, Bread, &c. What is oftner 
ntion'd than thoſe Parts of us, which we 

always uſing, ſuch as the Hand, Foet, 

ad, Mouth, &c ? Now, 5 

pater in Engliſh, is Maim in Hebrew, 

dir in Greek, qua 1 in Latin. 


orm 4 read in Engliſh, is Lechem in Hebrew, 
's Ac- os in Greek, Pants in Latin. 

and in * is Jadb in ae 
e; 012, in Greek. | 

ange of ot in Eoglich, 1s I in Hebrew, Pes 
"Stats Latin. 

length Mead in Eveliſh, is Roſch in Hadi, 
wo «Whale in Greek, Tee in French. 

ly the aur in Engliſh, is Peh in Hebrew, 


main Greek, Os in Latin. 
Theſe Inſtances are ſufficient (1 think) to 
lain my Meaning: You fee in Them 


: there is the wideſt difference between | 
Life, the 


mention. In ſuch Inſtances all your I. 


nion, that at Babel the Language of Mi 
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the Sounds, whereby Men of ſeveral 1 
tions expreſs thoſe Things, which they n 
all have had the moſt frequent Occaſipl 


ral Cauſes could only have produc d at n 
ſome Alteration of the Sounds, not entys 
new Sounds: For what could:tempt Ma 
create New Words, where they had ( 
wnes before for the very ſame Purpoſe? | 
pocially in Things of ſuch common Uk 
every Man's Mouth? Till you have anſyd 
this'Queſtion«then, I cannot but be of q 


kind was confounded, as Moſes reports; 
that upon the Conſuſſon ſome entirely 1 


Languages began; each of which Langu 
became afterwards the Mother of 100 


others, which were nearly allied to 
another, as being deriv'd from one Pan 
Language: Hence the Hebrew, the Sj 
the Chaldee, &. had ſo great a Reſembly 
to each other; -while the Exgk/b, the Da 
the Dutch, &c. Which are Branches of 
Teutoick, hive no Affinity (but what 
purely Accidental) in their Primitive We 
with any of the foremention'd ones, 
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Iss! 
ee plain Relation to each other, as might 
expected in thoſe which are deriv'd from 
fame Fountain. | | 
Sir, upon the Whole I would recoetind a 
you, that when you write upon any Mat- 
of Importance, You would learn to re- 
fairly the Paſſages which you cite from 
thors ; and when you give your Judg- 
t upon Hiſtorical Facts, you would con- 
r and weigh Things better than you ap- 
to have done in your Letter. In the 
an while (to uſe your own Words) I leave 
% contemplate the Merits of your great 
hievements, and to conſider whether the 
ce and Spirit, with which your Letter is 
_; can atone for the great want of 
th, which is diſcover'd in it by, 


8 7 R, 


Tour bearty W ekviſher, &c. 


5. 1730-1, 
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